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At the May 19th General PTA meeting, the 2016-2017 PTA Board was 
introduced. The 2016-2017 board members are: 

  
President- Corinne Nicoara 

Treasurer- Pakita Lee 
Secretary- OPEN 

Academic Programs- Lakshmi Shridhar 
Social Programs for Teachers- Clare Kneiss  
Social Programs for Families- Renata Tracy 

Merchant Fundraising- Latacha Oliviera 
Fun Nights- Mary Jane Reyes-Ford 
Major Fundraising-Mary Batrouni 

 

It's been a great 2 years as president of the Alston Ridge PTA! I've had 
the chance to work with 2 great boards, awesome parent volunteers, a 
fabulous administration and I've made lots of new friends along the way. 
One of the reasons I became PTA President was to help make the place 
my kids go to school even better. There are so many things I could 
mention that we should be proud of from the last 2 years but I do like to 
keep it short and sweet so I will just highlight my favorite.   For me, the 
biggest opportunity came when Ms. Caswell asked the PTA to help with 
the new Science Lab.  Seeing it develop from a bare bones room to a full 
elementary science lab has been very rewarding and it is all because of 
your generous donations!. It is a great addition for ARE's students and 
the school as a whole. I know ARE can become even greater through the 
years with your continued support, volunteer time, donations and future 
PTA boards time, energy and commitment. I've loved working with the 
teachers, seeing all your kids around school and working with Ms. 
Caswell, you all are the reason we do this!  
  

Thank you Alston Ridge!  
Christine Sulym 
 

A Quick Note from the 2015-2016 PTA President: 



2 

  

 

 

Greetings Gator Families! 
Wow!  We are ending our 2015-16 multi-track year and set to begin a new one July 11th!  
As I reflect on this year, we have accomplished A LOT together!  Our science special was 
well received by students, parents, and teachers alike.  And, thanks to your donations, 
that classroom looks like a bona fides science LAB.  Thank you!   
 

Our teachers have focused on our vision, A>4 to extend/enrich the curriculum 
through the “4C’s” (Critical Thinking, Creativity, Collaboration, and Communication) and 
beyond.  Academically, it has been a phenomenal year!   
 

As you know, I am also highly interested in the whole child experience and feel that 
extra-curricular activities are important.  To that end we can celebrate a variety of clubs 
and experiences our students have been exposed to this year including golf, tennis, 
young Rembrandts, band, a musical, chorus, run club, and more!  Next year we will 
definitely add a chess club option to the mix as well.  Whew!  What fun! 
 

We also had our second “Gator Fest” which was not only successful – it was so much 
fun!  A HUGE round of applause to the most fantastic PTA, parent volunteers, YMCA 
supporters, and likely many I do not even know about!  From games to food trucks to 
basket raffles, everyone had a great time.  As you know, partnering with families and the 
community is very important to me and Gator Fest is a great celebration of that 
partnership. 
 

Meet the Teacher – As mentioned in the last two parent chats and the April phone 
messenger, Meet the Teachers for Tracks 1-3 (Grades 1-5) will be Friday July 8th – 9am 
for Track 1, 10am for Track 2, and 11am for Track 3.  The process will be different as 
students/parents will meet their teacher in a common area (library, cafeteria, or gym) 
and NOT in the classroom.  This will allow teachers a little more time to perfect their 
classrooms before the start of school July 11th.  The classrooms will be labeled for 
parents/students to walk to and see its location for the first day.  In your child’s report 
card there will be a supply list for materials to bring to meet the teacher (to drop off by 
the classroom) and materials to bring on the first day in your child’s backpack.  This 
process will be repeated on July 29th for Track 4 at 10am.  During meet the teacher 
there will be computers available to sign up to volunteer and to connect via membership 
toolkit.  Student information packets will also be available to complete and transportation 
and the cafeteria manager will be on site to support the transition to the new school 
year.  Please let me know if you have any questions and know that we are all excited to 
welcome the 2016-17 school year!  Meet the teacher for Kindergarten Tracks 1-3 
will be Friday July 15th  
at 2pm and Friday August 5th for Track 4 after staggered entry.   
 

Finally, I wish everyone a safe and happy week off between school years – Enjoy the 4th 
of July and know that we will always do our best to grow your students academically and 
socially.  I appreciate the partnership and support you’ve shown me and look forward to 
welcoming everyone back July 11th!   

 

Cheers, Teresa Caswell 
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A huge thank you out to everyone who helped make Teacher Appreciation 
Week a tremendous success! Your hours of time and your generous 

donations helped to create an incredible week for our wonderful staff at 
ARE. 

 
Thank you to the following local businesses that generously donated gift 

cards, prizes and food throughout the week: 
 
 
 

 

Menchies 
Orange Theory 

Outback Steakhouse 
Pink Magnolia 

Sheetz 
Small Cakes 

Target 
Taziki’s 

Tijuana Flats 
Uncle Maddio’s 

Amante’s Pizza 
Brasa 
Brixx 

Dairy Queen 
DPAC 

Five Guys 
Harris Teeter 

Halle’s Boutique 
Hickory Tavern 

Kumon 
Massage Envy 

Carolina Orthodontics & Children’s Dentistry 

Also, a huge Thanks! to the following folks for helping out during the 
week: 

 Amanda Weiss 
Paige Ossman 

Mandy Gooding 
Olivia Jackson 
Ellen Casbon 
Clare Kneis 

Corrine Nicoara 
Jessica Staponkus 
Angela Sentosa . . .  

 
AND everyone who showed up and pitched in throughout the 

week!  We couldn’t have done it with out you! 

Teacher Appreciation Week 
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GATOR FEST 2016 
It turned out to be great night and the rain held off just long 
enough! Thank you to the following for helping to make it all 

happen! 
  

Our hard-working Chairs that pulled it all together: 
Susan Heiserman- Entertainment 

Dana Rice- Food Trucks 
Latacha De Oliviera- Vendor Tables 

Mary Jane Reyes-Ford- Vendor Tables 
Wendy Stough- Raffle Baskets 

Corinne Nicoara- Games 
YMCA - Games and volunteers 

  

Event Volunteers: 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A big thank you to Mr. Hill for all his hard work all day long 
at school and then at Gator Fest!  

 

Wendy Stough 
Jennifer Trotman 

Kevin Brundage 
Poonam Bains 

Jayanthi Neelamegan 
Vritti Gautam 
Arvind Gupta 

Monica Welborn 
Kevin Brundage 
Monica Welborn 
Kelly Fortson 
Eric Fortson 
Arvind Gupta 

Evi Ng 
 

Ms. MacGrogan - our Karaoke Maestro  
Angela Sentosa 
Amanda Weiss 
Mrs. Schroeder 
Ms. Fitzgerald 

Yunkyung Chang 
Mrs. Butler 

Kara Williams 
Kevin Brundage 

Ellen Casbon 
Lakshmi Vengala 

Sajid Hassan 
Stacy Davis 

Kristin Payne 
 



5 

  

 

 

GATOR FEST 2016 

And the winners are . . . . . 
Parent Donated Raffle 

Baskets 
Gift Card Basket - Katie Long 
Sports Basket - Andrew Rice 

Life's A Beach Basket - Jack Samartino 
Picnic in the Park - Astrid Castro 

Disney - Michael Morris 
Girl's Toys - Gabrielle Samartino 

Boys' Toys - Erica Scappini 
Family Game Night - Abigail Alonzo  

Outdoor Fun - Ridout 
Pool Time - Frances 

Art - Halle Fisher 
Ice Cream - Will Trotman 

Coffee and Tea - Wendy Chow 
Grilling - April Raphine 

I Love Books - Disha Thirukumaran 
Gardening - Kim Fries 

Italian - Emma H. 
Baking - Ms. Clawson 

Camping - Katie Morvan 
Breakfast - Mrs. Butler 

Wide World of Sports - Andrew Rice 

Vendor Baskets 
Girl Scout Cookie Basket - Erin Tobin-Mapleson 

Mom's Night Out - Holly Tibbo-Valeriote 
Helping Town - Harshi Arul 

Appalachian Soul Gifts - Karen Smit 
Norwex - Janelle Hollin 

Art and Illustration by Lynda Metcalf - Julia 
McPhegan 

Kumon - Lu Jiang 
Apples - Stephanie Ranos 

Biotech Explorer - Leah Rupert 
StarPath - Ila Ludford 

Sew Insane - Nicole Yates 
CAML Academy - Ila Ludford 

Rodan and Fields - Prajakta Bagul 

 
 

Teacher Experience Raffles-  
Day of Art with Mrs. Caswell-  

Announcer for a day with Mrs. Caswell- Casey 
Brundage and Chaya Perera 

Mrs. Butler - Teacher Choice - Casey Brundage and 
Pranav Vennapoosa 

Mrs. Carter - Craft activity or ice cream - Lemoine 
Ms. Long - Art of choice - Wrenn Martin 

Ms. Fitzgerald - Movie and popcorn - Nishant 
Heidi Cousley - Teacher's choice - Casey Brundage 
Ms. Daniels - Dinner with Daniels - Michael Morris 

Abby Reeves -  Teacher's Choice - Andrew Rice 
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Awesome Gator Families,  
I just wanted to say a HUGE thank you for all the contributions you 
have given to the Science Lab.   As you can see, it has become an 
amazing place for students to come explore and create new designs. I 
believe that true learning takes place when student are allowed to 
discover the underlying principles through hands-on and experiential 
learning models.  This science lab has allowed me to provide students 
the opportunities to be engaged in a learning process that excites, 
energizes, and exposes them to a wide variety of skills and concepts.   
 Some of the many concepts we have explored this year include: life 
cycles of plants and animals, biomes/ecosystems, the human body, 
magnetism, electricity, the solar system, rockets, properties of matter, 
rocks, fossils, weather, light and sound.  The students were also 
challenged with many STEM projects which taught how to collaborate 
with their peers.  In addition, 18 fifth graders competed in a Science 
Olympiad Team that I additionally taught 19 events that ranged from 
chromatography and forensic science to Newton’s Notion.  The Team 
came in third place overall and won over 30 medals!!!!  Once again, 
Thank you for helping me have this DREAM JOB, I have LOVED every 
minute of it!!!!! 
Warmly,  
Chris Starrett 
 

A Note From the Science Lab: 

Unfortunately, Campbell's is ending 
their Labels for Education 

program.  Schools may continue to 
submit UPCs and Beverage/Sauce 
Caps of any participating product 
through July 31, 2016.  In order for 

Alston Ridge to receive credit for the 
UPCs that you may be saving for the 

next collection drive, we are 
requesting that you send them in to 
school as soon as possible in a plastic 

baggie or envelope marked 
"PTA".  However, please continue to clip 

and save BoxTops for our Fall 
Collection Drive class 

competition.  Thank you so much for 
your cooperation! 

  



7 

  

 

 

LOST & FOUND 
As the end of the school year 

approaches, now is a great time 
to look through the Lost & 

Found (located on the 
Kindergarten/1st grade hall) for 

any items that might have gone 
missing over the year.  Any 

items that are still in the Lost 
& Found at the end of the year 

will be donated. 

Year End Info for 
Membership Toolkit 

  
On June 30th all accounts will 

become "inactive". On July 1st all 
student's grades will automatically 
go up by one year. Once you have 

learned of your student's new 
teacher, log back in to Membership 

Toolkit. You will be prompted to 
review your personal information. 

Once that is completed, your 
account will become "active" again. 
This helps us keep the contacts on 
our website cleaned up and your 

information up to date. Thank you!  
  
 

Track Out Bags!  
  

Keep those bags around for the 
beginning of the year! Track 1 Kinder - 
4th grade should have all gotten bags 

sent home. The rest of the track should 
be coming home the last week/day of 
the year. Please make sure your child's 

name is written on the green stripe 
and send it back in the first day of 
school. It's a great way to send in all 
those supplies for the classroom!  

  
For parents that have not seen these 

bags yet - The track out bags are used 
by teachers differently during track 
outs. Some teachers send supplies 

home that they want brought back with 
them at the end of track out and some 

teachers fill the bags with students 
supplies and store them in a classroom. 
Either way they are helpful so hold on 

to them and send them back!  
 

We are excited to announce that 
we are now a part 

of rcityrocks.com! Visit our business 
partners, take a photo of your 

receipt, and they will donate 5% of 
your purchase to the PTA! View our 
business partners at our rcityrocks 

page HERE. 
  

R City Rocks also sponsors 5 Gift 
Card Giveaways each month! 

  

Funds raised by your participation 
will be used to support our PTA 
efforts in the 2016/2017 school 
year. Help us put reciprocity in 

action! 
 

https://www.rcityrocks.com/the-triangle/alston-ridge-elementary-pta
http://rcityrocks.com/
https://www.rcityrocks.com/the-triangle/alston-ridge-elementary-pta
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Alston Ridge Elementary 
11555 Green Level Church Rd. 

Cary, NC  27519 Principal: Teresa Caswell 

Assistant Principal: Ben Cline 

Assistant Principal: Niko Schutte 

 

 

Phone: 919-544-2474 

Fax: 919-544-6545 

alstonridgees.wcpss.net 
  

2015-16 PTA Board 

Christine Sulym - President 

Pakita Lee - Treasurer 

Tiffany Malory - Secretary 

Lakshmi Shridhar- VP-Academic Programs 

Heather Ng - VP-Social Programs Teachers 

Ellen Martin – VP – Social Programs Parents 

Mary Morvan - VP-Major Fundraisers 

Lili Matias - VP-Merchant Fundraising 

alstonridgepta.membershiptoolkit.com Look for us on FaceBook: 
https://www.facebook.com/Alsto

nRidgePTA 

If you need to purchase Spirit Wear before school year ends the Spirit Wear shop 
will be open online through June 17th. Spirit Wear will be available again at Meet the 
Teacher and back online at the beginning of the year.  
  

To shop online for Spirit Wear log in to Membership Toolkit and go to Online Forms 

 

SPIRIT WEAR 

Congratulations to the  
2015-2016 class of 5th graders! 

 

Great Job on all your hard 
work! 

Special “Thanks!” to the 
wonderful 5th grade teachers: 
Mr. Blanchard,  Ms. Cole, Mr. 

Swain, Ms. Lewis & Ms. 
Murdy! 

 

alstonridgees.wcpss.net
alstonridgepta.membershiptoolkit.com
https://www.facebook.com/AlstonRidgePTA
https://www.facebook.com/AlstonRidgePTA
https://alstonridgepta.membershiptoolkit.com/home

